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I.1. Overview of the 17 SDGs and their 
interconnections 

1. No Poverty: Access to basic human needs of health, education, sanitation 
2. Zero Hunger: Providing food and humanitarian relief, establishing sustainable food production
3. Good Health and Wellbeing: Better, more accessible health systems to increase life-expectancy 
4. Quality Education: Inclusive education to enable upward social mobility and end poverty 
5. Gender Equality: Education regardless of gender, advancement of equality laws, fairer representation 

of women 
6. Clean Water and Sanitation: Improving access for billions of people who lack these basic facilities 
7. Affordable and Clean Energy: Access to renewable, safe and widely available energy sources for all 
8. Decent Work and Economic Growth: Creating jobs for all to improve living standards, providing 

sustainable economic growth 
9. Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure: Generating employment and income through innovation 
10. Reduced Inequalities: Reducing income and other inequalities, within and between countries 
11. Sustainable Cities and Communities: Making cities safe, inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
12. Responsible Consumption and Production: Reversing current consumption trends and promoting a 

more sustainable future 
13. Climate Action: Regulating and reducing emissions and promoting renewable energy 
14. Life Below Water: Conservation, promoting marine diversity and regulating fishing practices 
15. Life on Land: Reversing man-made deforestation and desertification to sustain all life on earth 
16. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions: Inclusive societies, strong institutions and equal access to 

justice 
17. Partnerships for the Goals: Revitalize strong global partnerships for sustainable development
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Do you know all 17 SDGs?

Source: United Nations

Watch the 
Explanation clip 
from United Nations
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Infographic, goal 1, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Infographic, goal 1, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Goal 3 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/
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Goal 4 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/
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Goal 5 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/
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Goal 6 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/
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Goal 7 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/

12



Goal 8 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Goal 9 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Infographic, goal 10, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Infographic, goal 11, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Infographic, goal 12, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Goal 13 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Goal 14 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Goal 15 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Goal 16 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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Goal 17 infographic, source: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2023/
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I.2. The role of the SDGs in global and European 
sustainable development 

Part 1: Towards a new European Deal for the 
Future: Achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals in a Fragmented and Multipolar World
Part 2: Performance of European Countries 
Against the SDGs
Part 3: Methodology

Chapters of the European Sustainable 
Development Report 2023/24
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II. History and Background of 
SDGs in Europe 
II.1. The evolution of sustainable development policies in Europe 
II.2. The EU's commitment to the implementation of the SDGs 
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History and Background of SDGs in Europe 

• In June 1992, at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, more than 178 countries adopted Agenda 21, a comprehensive plan of action to build a global 
partnership for sustainable development to improve human lives and protect the environment.

• Member States unanimously adopted the Millennium Declaration at the Millennium Summit in September 2000 at UN Headquarters in New York. The Summit 
led to the elaboration of eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to reduce extreme poverty by 2015.

• The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Plan of Implementation, adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 
South Africa in 2002, reaffirmed the global community's commitments to poverty eradication and the environment, and built on Agenda 21 and the Millennium 
Declaration by including more emphasis on multilateral partnerships.

• At the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 2012, Member States adopted the outcome 
document "The Future We Want" in which they decided, inter alia, to launch a process to develop a set of SDGs to build upon the MDGs and to establish the UN 
High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. The Rio +20 outcome also contained other measures for implementing sustainable development, 
including mandates for future programmes of work in development financing, small island developing states and more.

• In 2013, the General Assembly set up a 30-member Open Working Group to develop a proposal on the SDGs.

• In January 2015, the General Assembly began the negotiation process on the post-2015 development agenda. The process culminated in the subsequent 
adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with 17 SDGs at its core, at the UN Sustainable Development Summit in September 2015.

• 2015 was a landmark year for multilateralism and international policy shaping, with the adoption of several major agreements:
• Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (March 2015)
• Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for Development (July 2015)
• Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with its 17 SDGs was adopted at the UN Sustainable Development Summit in New York in September 2015.
• Paris Agreement on Climate Change (December 2015)

• Now, the annual High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development serves as the central UN platform for the follow-up and review of the SDGs.

Source: THE 17 GOALS | Sustainable Development (un.org)
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II.1. The evolution of sustainable development 
policies in Europe 

The EU addresses global challenges through international 
partnerships that uphold and promote European values and interests, 
and contribute to peace and prosperity in the world.
The EU as a leading global partner for the SDGs
The EU Voluntary Review: delivering on the SDGs
Read:
• EU Voluntary Review on the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

(EUVR), by European Union, 2023.
• EU Environmental Policies: A short history of the policy strategies, by 

Dr. Christian Hey
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II.2. The EU's commitment to the implementation 
of the SDGs 

The EU made a positive and constructive 
contribution to the development of the 
2030 Agenda. EU is committed to 
implementing the SDGs in all EU policies 
and encourage EU countries to do the 
same.
See more at:
EU 'whole-of-government’ approach -
European Commission (europa.eu)
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